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Abstract: Based on an exploration of the con—
tent and function of ethnic minority films and tele—
vision this paper analyzes the community con-
sciousness of the Chinese nation as contained in
ethnic minority films and television as well as their
role in forging a sense of community for the Chi—
nese nation. Furthermore it tries to put forward
some strategies for developing ethnic minority film
and television in order to enrich the research on
fostering a sense of community for the Chinese na-
tion and to provide some references for follow-up
research.

This study holds that first from the perspec—
tive of essence logic there appears to be a close re—
lationship between the ethnic minority film/televi-
sion and a sense of community for the Chinese na—
tion: ethnic minority film and television are con-
crete carriers of the consciousness of the Chinese
national community and their role is also consistent
with the path of forging a sense of community for
the Chinese nation. In other words minority film
and television have been playing a significant role
in consolidating the consciousness of the Chinese
national community.

Second findings indicate that in terms of
structure minority film and television and the con—
solidation of consciousness of the Chinese national
community complement each other. Ethnic minority
film and television include an explicit level of audi-
o-visual elements such as directly perceived pic—
tures and sounds and an implicit level of indirectly
perceived connotations such as politics history
culture and spirit. The two levels share eight as-—
pects including scene text language music poli-
tics history culture and spirit which are all relat—
ed to the formation and consolidation of a strong
sense of the Chinese national community.

Third in terms of function ethnic minority
film and television and the consolidation of con-
sciousness of the Chinese national community seem

to be interdependently coherent with each other. A
sense of community for the Chinese nation is based
on a common psychology of mutual recognition a—
mong all ethnic groups and the way to consolidate
it lies in the cultivation spread deepening and
further strengthening of this common way of think—
ing. Furthermore ethnic minority film and televi-
sion possess both the communication function of
general film and television and a special function of
aggregating national culture and spirit which plays
an important role in casting the community con—
sciousness of the Chinese nation research suggest.

Fourth in terms of choice ethnic minority film
and television together with the consciousness of
the Chinese national community share the same
destination. Minority film and television can forge a
strong sense of the Chinese national community
and the sense of the Chinese national community
has additionally been guiding the development of
minority film and television. Therefore as for a
sense of community for the Chinese nation the gov—
ernment should provide more political and econom—
ic support intending to advance the development of
ethnic minority films and television.

In short as a cultural carrier ethnic minority
film and television are the integration of the exter—
nal material and internal spirit of ethnic minorities
carrying the elements of the Chinese national com—
munity consciousness. As a media it can widely
spread the culture and spirit of ethnic minorities
promote communication and integration among eth—
nic groups and further promote the common con—
sciousness among ethnic groups. From these two as—
pects ethnic minority film and television are effec—
tive tools and paths to forge a sense of community
for the Chinese nation.
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