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Abstract: The /I Principe is mainly contributed to the new prince, who is also
the most controversial character in Machiavelli’s political theory. We should not take
the new prince as a idea type of personified ruler. This character, which encourages
the political ambition and emphasis on acquisition and expansion, reveals a new way of
governance. That is the strategy that all principalities and republics should adopt. This
interpretation of the new prince balances the dual facets of Machiavelli’s political theory
on the one hand, and on the other hand, does not erase the difference between republics
and principalities. In the external expansion, the republics are able to accommodate the
opposing humors of the people and the greats, which enables the virtuous céptains to

constantly emerge, and avoid the inheritance dilemma under the principalities.
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